Priest Bass Fishing (PBF) Official Tournament Rules
Eligibility
1. [image: ]All anglers must be current PBF members in good standing. have a valid Tennessee fishing license, follow TWRA regulations, and follow all rules listed below. 
Membership & Entry Fees
2. Membership fee of $20 and must be paid before fishing your first tournament. Membership fees will be added to the pot at the Championship Tournament. 

3. Tournament entry fee is $100 per boat, consisting of: 
$80 Tournament Purse, $10 LMB Big Fish, $10 SMB Big Fish 
4. Registration for each event will be open at the ramp between 5:00pm and 6:45pm. You may register early by contacting the tournament director.
Tournament Format & Rules
5. The Summer Series will consist of 4 points events and 1 Championship. Members are required to fish 3 of the 4 events to qualify for the Championship.
6. One member of each team will be designated as the Boater for the season. You may fish alone if you prefer. Alternates allowed (not for championship) with paid membership fee.
7. Fishing hours 7:00pm – 3:00am (registration from 5:00pm – 6:45pm)
8. Tournament blast-off order will be determined by chip draw at registration. Swapping blast-off numbers or positions is prohibited and will result in disqualification.
9. Launch Procedure: Contestants may launch their boats from any ramp or marina. However, all competitors must report to the designated weigh-in location prior to the official blast-off time. No contestants may begin fishing until they have been officially released by the Tournament Director at blast-off. Once a contestant has been released, they may proceed to their selected fishing location and begin fishing immediately. 
10. Tournament limit is five (5) bass unless otherwise announced by the Tournament Director due to weather or fish care concerns. 
11. USCG -approved life jackets must be worn, fastened, and kill switch attached anytime the combustion engine is running in gear. Safe boating practices must be followed, and all boats must observe posted No Wake Zones.  [image: ] 
12.  The use of FFS, 360, and Alabama/Umbrella Rigs is permitted. NO LIVE BAIT
Weigh-In
13.  All contestants must have their chip in the draw bucket by 3:00am. Any competitor’s chip not in the bucket by 3:00am will result in disqualification. 
 
14.  Any fish that fails to meet the minimum length requirement will not be weighed and will result in a one (1) pound penalty. 18” SMB, 15” LMB & Spots
15. One (1) dead fish may be weighed with a ½-pound penalty but is not eligible for Big Fish. Please do not throw dead fish in the lake. A cooler will be provided so that they can be disposed of or given away. 
Scoring
16. Points will be awarded based on tournament finish: 
1st – 50 points, 2nd – 49 points, 3rd – 48 points, continuing in descending order. 
17. Big Fish winner receives 5 bonus points. 

18. Ties will be broken by - Number of fish weighed, Biggest LMB, Biggest SMB, Coin flip (in that order). 
Championship Qualification
19. Members must fish 3 of 4 tournaments to qualify for the Championship. 
20. The Tournament Director may adjust qualification requirements if the schedule changes. 
Conduct
21. Courtesy and sportsmanship are expected. Unsportsmanlike conduct, cheating, harassment, or violation of these rules may result in penalties, loss of points, or disqualification. 

22. [image: ]Any protest must be submitted to the Tournament Director before the scales close on tournament day. 
Tournament Director
23. The Tournament Director has final authority regarding rule interpretations, penalties, weather delays, cancellations, and safety decisions. The Tournament Director reserves the right to modify tournament rules when necessary for safety, conservation, or unforeseen circumstances. 

Member Acknowledgment
I have read and understand the Priest Bass Fishing (PBF) Tournament Rules and agree to abide by them.
Member Name: ______________________________________
Signature: _________________________________________
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